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_. SERMON, Sdly. The blessing consists in turning away every one 
(Continued from 9th Page.) from his isiiquities, and 


The next passage of scripture, which refers to Christ. is 
Gen. 12,3. “dn thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.” This promise of God to Patriarch Abraham, 
is repeated in Chapter 22, 13. “And im thy seed shail all 
the nations of the earth be blessed? "These declarations, as 
Aiustrated by the.apostles Peter and Paul, refer to Jesus’ 
Christ. Paulsays,Gal. 3,15. “Now to Abraham and his 
eed were the promises made. he saith not, and to seeds as 
«fmany; but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Carist.” 


This promise, which testifies of Christ, is also called the | 


4ospel. Gal. 3,8. “ The scripture, (that isthe writings 
of Moses and the Prophets) foreseeing that God would 
justify the heathen through faith, preached before ‘the 
Gospel to Abraham, saying, in tliee shall all nations be 
blessed.” The nature of the blessing is declared by Peter, 
inthe Acts of the Apostles. Acts 2,29 to39. “ Men and 
-brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch 
avid, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre 
is with us tothis day. Therefore being a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of 
the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise 
up Christ, to set on his throne :—he seemg this before, 
spoke of the resurrection of Christ, that Mit’ soul was not 
jeft in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. This Je- 
sus hath God raised up, whereof we are~all witneses. 
Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and hav- 
ing received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, 


he hath shed forth this, which ye now see hear. For 
David is not ascended into the heavens : but he saith him- 
»elf, The Lord said unto my Lond, zit Gheay right 
baad, Until | make thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let 


all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
yaade that same Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were prick- 
ed in their heart, and said unto Peter, and the rest of the 
Apostles, men and brethren what shall we do? Then Pe- 
ter suid unto them, repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the 
promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all them 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call.” Acts3,18 &c. “ But those things which God be- 
fore had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that 
Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. Repent yethere- 
fore, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of 

_ refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and 
he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached un- 
toyou: Whom the heaven must receive, until the times 
of restitution.of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all hisholy prophets, since the world began.” 
Verses 24, 25 and 26, “ Yea and all the prophets from 
Samuel, and those that follow after, as many as have 
spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. Yeare the 
children of the Prophets, and of the covenant which God 
made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in thy 
seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto 
you first, God hath raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to 
bless you in turning away every one of you from his in- 
iquities.” 

From these illustrations, the following points are proved. 
—lst, The blessings promised to all the families, and na- 
tions of the earth, are promised in Jesus Christ. 

Aly. This promise is called the Gospel. 


4thly. All Gods holy prophets, who have spoken of Je- 
sus, have testified of the final restitution of all.thingy, in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times. Hence we find, 
that the declaration, “ the seed of the wonmn shall bruise 


allading to owe thitig, and té'the 

event : viz. The destruction of Sry, the works of the 
devil ; and the restoration of man to holiness and happi- 
ness, 

It would seem, that a rational mind willing to believe 
the testimony of the apostles, would not require mush 
more labor on this subject, to be convinced, of the truth of 
the doctrme of Universal Salvation. Our Saviour in the 
text says, “ Search the Scriptures, for in them ye thiuk ye 
have Eterna! life, and they even they which testify of me.” 
Peter says, “ God hath sent him, (Christ) to bless you in 
turning away every one of you from his imiquities.” All 
the prophets have foretold of those things. God hath spo- 
ken of the restitution of all things by the mouth of al! his 
holy prophets. Peter it is presumed understood thie ser'p- 
tures, and knew what was written. But if any one is un- 
willing to trust the testimony of the Apostle; we will 
search the scripture a little farther. 

Passing over the repetition of the promise to Isaac andl 
Jacob ; we now attend to the blessing pronounced by the 
Prophetic spirit of Jacob, in his dyiug moments on his Son 
Judah. Gen, 49,10. “ The sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come, and to him shall the gathering of the people be.” 
The word Shiloh is one of the names of the Messiah. The 
prophecy refers to Christ, who is emphatically called,“ the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah,” and who descended from the 
tribe of Judah. To him shall the gathering of the people 
be. This passage is illustrated by the Apostle Paul, who 
gives us this light. “Having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure, as pur- 
posed in himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times, he might gether together in one, all things in Christ,” 
it is said, he that is in Christ is a new creature; old things 
are done away all things are become new. 

This is further supported by a passage in Isaiah 11, 12, 
* And he shall set up an ensign fur the nations, and shall 
assemble the outcast of Israel, and gather together the dis- 
persed of Judah, from the four corners of the earth.” In 


addition, we find the following concurring testimony in 
Deut, 23,17, “ His glory (Christs) is like firsthing of 
this bullock, ecil aa hundae ae Tee the horns of unicorns ; 


with them he shall push the people together, to the ends of 
the earth ;” 

We pass on to Psalms, as the intervening books are prin- 
cipally historical. ,In Psalms 40,7, 8, we find support to 
the idea, that Jesus will perfectly accomplish the wil! of 
God. “Lo,l come: in the volume of thebook it is wr'it- 
ten of me: I deli setbry i= eye: my God. Yea, thy 
law is within my . tisthe wtiof God? An- 
swer, that all things should be gathered together in one in 
Christ. That he should destroy the works of the devil, 
and restore all men to holiness and happiness. 

This, Jesus delighted to do, for the law of God was 
within his heart. This law, is, thé law of love, written in 
the heart whereby we adopt the of the Psalm- 





ist, “ How excellent is thy loving ki O God, there- 
fore the children of men put their trust, under the shadow 


the serpents head,” and the promise mac's to the fathersas 
iz to Céon: pthdameentOt case — 


* 
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of thy wings.” Psalm 22,27, 26, vs. “ All the ends of the | low up deathin victory. For thus saith the Lonp by his 
world shall remember, andiurn unto the Lord: and all! prophet, see Isaiah 45,22. “Look unto me, and be ye sa- 
the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For | ved all the ends of the earth: forl am God, and there is 
the kingdom is the Lonn’s, and he is the governor among} none else, J bave sworn by myself, the word is gone out 
the nations.” Psalm-145, 9, * The Lord is good to all and| of my mouth.in righteousness, and shall not return, that 
his tender mercies are over ail his works.” | uuto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 

In Psalm 110 we read thus, “ The Lerd seid unto my | Surely,shall say, nm the Lorn. have I righteousness and 
Lord, sit thou atimy right hand, untill eke thine enemics’ #rength : dn referring to this sentiment, St. Paul says, God 
thy footstool. The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength | has given him (Christ) a name which is above every name : 








eut of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. ‘ihy | 


people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the | 


beauty of holiness.” 
with the Jews, applies to himself; and St. Paul taking up| 
the subject says, * for he must reiga, till he hath put all his 
his enemies under his feet. And the lest enemy that shall | 
be destroyed is death.” “ Then shall be brought to pass 
the sayitig thet is written, Death isswallowed up of Vic- 
tory? Ohdesth whereis thy sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory ? 


the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Let us once more recapitulate. ‘The wages of Sin is 
death. The devil is said to have the power of death. 
The devil isan enemy to Christ. Again, to be carnally 
mined is'\death, Forthe carnal mini is enmity to God, 
is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. It 
must then bedestroyed, He must reign, till he hath put 
ail his enemies under his feet. Hetoox upon him our ne- 
ture, that“ through death, he might destroy him that hath 
the power of death, that is the devil.” For this purpose 
was the Son of God manifested that he might destroy the 
works of thedevil. The last encmy that sliall be destroy- 
ed is death. 


How clearly in the scriptures which we have notieed, | 


the light of life shines upou the mind and cheers the heart 
with the blessed hope of Everlasting life in Jesus Christ. 
We must hasten on, and briefly notice one or two more 
passages, ‘T'he prophet Isaiah, supports all the eonclusions 
which we have drawn, in the foHowing passages, “ And in 
this mountain shall the Lorn of hosts ntake unto all peo- 
ple a feast of fat things, of wines on the lees, of fat things 
fullof marrow, and of wines on the lees well refined. And 
he will destroy in this mountain the face of covering cast 
ever all people, and the vail that is spread over ail nations. 
Ele will swallow up death in victory, and the Lorne Gop 
will wipe away tears from off all faces,and the rebuke of! 
his people shall he take away from off all the earth : for 
the mouth of the Lorp hath spoken it.” Isaiah 25.—Isaiah 
40, It is said,“ He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he 
shall gather the lambs with his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.— 
Jesus says, * I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep.” 

Isainh 53, “ He is despised and rejected of men, a man 
of sorrow, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it 
were of faces from him ; he was despised, and we esteemed 
dim not. Surely he hath borne ourgriefs, and carried our 
sorrows : yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, 
and afflicted.. But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray : we have turned every 
one to his own way, and the Lonp hath laid on him the in- 
iquity of usall. Jesus declared that he came to seek, and 
to save that which was lost. That he came as the good shep- 
herd to save tie wandering sheep. He !aid down liis life 
for the sheep, by the grace of God tasted death for every 
- men, and gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 
due time. 

Isaiah says, ch. 35. “ And the ransomed of the Lorn 
shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and everlasting 
joy upon their heads ; they-shall obtain joy and glaciiess, 
and sorrow and sighing shall fleeaway.” Zion is the Holy 
mountain in which the Lord has made the feast of fat 


The sting of death is sin ; and the streugth | 
of Sin is the Law, but thanks be to God, which giveth in| 





tvtags, where God will wipe tears from all faces and swal- 


that al the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth ; 


This passage, Jesus, in conversing | and that every tongue should confess, that Jesus Christ is 


Lord, to the glory of God the father. See Psalms 21. 
“ His glory is great in thy salvation.” Now listen te the 
song of the angels, * Glory to God in the highest, on’ earth 
peace and guod will towards men.” Thus we might go on 
with delight, and pleasure, and with much incréasing satis= 
faction. But we must stép, although the half has not been, 
told. We find the scriptures in brmging life and immor- 
tality tolight, point to Jesus and testify of him, as “ the 
wAy,the TruTtTH andthe irre. And reveal him as the 
Saviour and Redeemer of the world, who “ will bring the 
blind by a way they know not, wiil lead them m paths 
they have not known, will make darkness light before 
them, and crooked things straight, and will net forsake 
them.” For of him it is said,“ The spirit of the Lord God 
is upon me, because he hath annointed meto preach good 
tidings unto the meek ; hehath sent me to bind up the bro- 
ken hearted, to proclaim liberty to captives, and the open- 
ing of the prison to them that are bound.” ‘To bring tlie- 
prisoners out of the prison house, and out of the pit where- 
in is no water. 


Much remains yet to be noticed in the writings of Isaiah, 
and the rest of the prophets,to the same point in which 
they perfectly agree, but enough has been said, to evince 
to every candid mind, that the scriptures are that record 
which God hath given of his Son; and which, we are cal- 
led upon to believe. That record which declares that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life isin his Son. All 
the testimonies we have examined prove the salvation of 
all mankind, and ate so plain and explicit, as to leave no 
room for doubt. _They lead the mind to him, in whom 
eternal life is revealed, znd we behold him as the Saviour 
of the world, as the sure foundation laid in Zion. The 
triedgnd previous corner stone. The head stone of the 
corner, in whom all the promise of God are yea, and im 
him Amen. ‘That all the prophets of the Lord, preached 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation is proved by the Apos- 
the Peter, who, undoubtedly understood the scriptures. 
Speaking of Jesus he says,“ Whom the heaven must re- 
ceive, until the times of the restitution of al] things, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets, 
since the world began.” We now close with an exhorta- 
tion, or invitation to come to this Heavenly feast. We 
use the language of the prophet Isaiah. “ Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,and hethat hath no 
money : come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price. Wherefore de 
you spend money for that which is not bread? and your 
labour for that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that whichis good,and let your soul 
delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto 
me : hear, and your soul shall live, and I will make an ev-~ 
erlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of Da- 
vid.” . The spirit and the bride say come, and whosoever 
will, let him come and partake of the waters of life freely. 
Amen. 





EXTRACTS 
From Rev. Stanley Griswold's Sermon,—concluded. 
“Why set ourselves up as infallable standards ? God has 
written nothing on our hearts whereby we may decide as 


to these matters. Or have we pre-occupied all light, all 
argument. all truth, and“ shall wisdom die with us?” Is 
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there nothing to be known beyond. what we know, end 


nothing true but just as we hold it? Perbaps others have | 


proofs which it can do usno hurt to hear. Or if we have 
better than they, then we ought to be allowed to offer 
them. This right is reciprocal, and ought ever to be held 
sacred. 

Whoever sets up to be an infallable Judge as to mat- 
ters of this kind displays great arrogance and not a little 
impiety. He exalts himself to the station of the Most 
High, and is“ that man of sin, who sitteth in the temple 
ef God, shewing himself that he is God.” This is common- 
ly applied to the Pope. But there are many popes. 
Every one is such who claims this infallibility and its at- 
tendant, Authority, with respect to mere matters of faith. 
He grasps the sceptre from the hands of that“ one Law- 
giver” in heaven, is a presumptuous Dictator of all God's 
willand law, when his real place should be that of an hwn- 


bie inquirer and“ doer ” of the same. 


On the whole, Gallio was perfectly in the right, and 
drew the line exactly where it ought to be drawn, when 
he said to the Jews who dragged St. Paul before him to 
be judgedfor heresy, “If it were a matter of wrong or 
wicked lewdness. O ye Jews, reason would that I should 
bear with you. But if it be a question of words and 
names and of yeur law, look ye, for will be no judge of 
such matters.” If Paul had not approved of this decision, 
heno doubt would have remonstrated with the judge, and 
insisted upon a trial, 


sunilar premises. If they are not reasonable beings, then 
fence them, ietter them, beat, drive them, as you do your 
brutes; for, no more than brutes are they capable of any 
religion which deserves the name, nor is it any matter 
what they believe. But I hold that men are a race of ra- 
tional beings, “made but a little lower than the angels,” “ in 
the image of God,” and “crowned with glory and honor,” 
ina word, that they possess the dignified faculties of an 
immortal nature. Let them then be treated assuch. HW 





they really be such beings, if they really possess those fac- 
ulties, if their reason and immortality be not mere illusions. 
there can beno doubt but that they would come mainly 
to right conclusions from premises freely submitted 
their consideration. 

If reason were a variable thing, or if éruth were a vari- 
able thing, in either case | could not be so confident of the 
justice of these remarks. But if any thing be moant by 
rational faculties above the there passion of brutes, I thmk 
they must be uniform in all who possess them, directing 
men to similarends. Did you ever see an ox who, if he 
were not muzzled, would not eat grass when he was hun- 
gry? Se, take off the muzzle from man, let him be free, 





and he will rove the field of intellectual objects, “ devour 
down knowledge,” as an apocryphal writer expresses it, 


It has been said, that we who know the truth ought! will feed on those things to which his high, diguified nature 


to bear down all opposition before it, and vot tosuffer ite| is suited. 


Preachers are useful to bring forth this intel- 


enemies toenjoy quiet, friendship or favour until they em- | leetual food to the view of man by making it their business 
brace it, Now this was the argument which excited so | to prepare it ; and for this purpose they wore appointed. 
many in ancient times by persecution and bloodshed to “ do; Let them prepare and bring it forth as they ought, with- 


God service.” This excited the Crusaders to go against 
the Mahometans. And (somewhat unlucky for the argu- 
ment) the same excited Mahomet to connect the sword 
with the Alcoran and propagate his religion by murder. 
And at this day, if we would see this argument in its most 
genuine operatiou, we must look into the Turkish couns 
tries. This was the origin ofthose laws of Christians (fit 
auly for the Turks) de hwretico comburendo, that heritics 
aught not to live, that they must be burnt! But permit 
me tocorrect that expression, that we who know the truth 
should bear down all opposition before it. it is the Truth 
that should bear it down. And let Truth stand upon her 
own basis, cloathed only with her own charms, and there 
isno danger but that in due time all opposition would be 
borne down and cease. In the mean time, it is ovr duty to 
treat our brethren of other sentiments with civility and a 
becoming deferrence, troubling them only with arguments 
love and kindness. 

But it has been said, it is necessary for the purposses of 
eivil government, or the good of tie state, that the people 
should be of one mind, one religion. As this is what lies 
very muchat the bottom of all religious compulsion and 
ef all the opposition to the doctrine I contend for, it will be 
considered at some length. 

On the very ground that it is desirable, and would be 
useful for the state, that the people should be of one reli- 
gion, | dispute the propriety of compelling them to be so. 
For, I believe the best, and indeed the only way to bring 
people of one mind is to suffer them to think freely for them- 
selves. The Christian world has fora long time been try- 
ing, by test-laws and persecutions of heretics, to prevent 


‘schism, to preserve their people in one mind, or bring 


back those who have strayed, to the unity of faith. But 
they have totally mistaken the means; and America bids 
fair to be the first to teach them what those means are. 
The means to do this, are so far from compulsion or the 
least manner of violencé, that they are the very opposite. 
The interests of nen are about the same both of this world 
and another. And intelligence is the same faculty in all. 
Why then should they not come to nearly the same con- 
clusions on all important subjects, which haye any inter- 


ests of moment tuthem and which admits arguments of! book upon the subject ; and yet is in 


out too great a disposition to drive aud secure, or force it 
dewn, then man would attend to it, feed on it with deligls, 
and ajl would be nourished by the same. 








COMMUNICATIONS. 





FOK THE INQUIRER. 
TO THE EDITOR. 

Dear Sir—t am of opinion that the following ex{ract: 
may be worth preserving ; and, if you agree with me in 
this respect, please to insert them. They are taken from 
a Book entitled, * The Law and Gospel clearly demonstra - 
ted, in six Sermons.” ‘The authors name is not affixed te 
it; but he represents himself to bea preacher of the Epis- 
cepal establishment. ‘I'he book purports to be “ reprinted 
byAasel Brown, for Gurdon Bill, 1815.” 

My extracts are made from the sixth sermon; which is 
taken up in answering objections to the doctrine of Univer - 
sal Salvation, inculcated in the preceding diecources. 
These extracts will show the futility of the ‘futile objec- 
tions, frequently made to the above doctrine, that it is new, 
and unknown in the church in its pure siate, in the early 
ages of christianity. It will also show what abominable 
duplicity has been practised by modern church historians, 
in concealing the facts respecting the prevalence of Univer- 
salism in those early ages. In miost modern church histo- 
ries | believe we are noteven informed that such men as 
Origin believed and preached the doctrine in question, 
How execrable must that cause be which requires, or wil) 
countenance, such measures ! 


Extracts. 


“But my teaching that all mankind will finally be lappy 
is not preaching contrary to what is, and’ever has been. 
taught by all the rest of the clergy of the church of En-- 
land ; for no less a man than stenDistbg Tillotson has beep 
wrote against for preaching this doctrine,—and several 
others of the clergy of the church have taught the salva- 
tion of allmen. Mr.Murgan, a church clergyman, now 
living I suppose, has, fora number of years, preached the 
same doctrine, as I do, openly and mf and has printed a 


1) and regular stxn- 
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ding under his Bishop. Dr. Steed, a clergyman of the | 
church of England, who died a few years ago, and was, 
greatly admired asa preacher, in most parts of England ; 
styled by late writers, “ the ingenious Dr. Steed,” in a ser- 
mon which he delivered in St. Pauls Cathedral Church, in 
London, speaking upon redemption, has these words ; “Our 
Saviour laid down his life for the sins of the whole world” 
became that, “* As in Adam all die so in Christ shall all be 
made alive”—again, speaking of Christ, says he, “ The 
sphere of his benificence extended backwards to the foun- 
dations of the world, and reaches forward tothe last con- 
flagration : he became the Saviour of all ages, from the 
first birth of time to its last period : the father of mankind, 
from the rising of the sua to the going down of the same. 
The blessings of his coming iato the world are as extensive 
as the world, and as lasting as eternity.” “ But 1 am sup- 
posed to differ from the whole body of the christian church 
for seventeen hundred years. I answer, this would be a 
melancholy consideration indeed if it were true. But ean 
the tradition of the whole body of the christian church 
make void the gospel, the everlasting covenant of God’s 
peace? Butthen the tradition, or opinion, of the christian 
church, pretty universally, for a thousand years out of this 
seventeen hundred, has been in favor of popery. 

“If the general opinion of the christian chureh is any 
proof of what is right and true, why are not you ail Pa- 
pists? “From the Apostle’s time to the introduction of 
Popery, a period of about four or five hundred years, the 
general opinion of the bishops and clergy was, that all 
mankind would be finally and everlastingly happy; if we) 
believe Dr. Whitby, who was estcemed a great and learn- 
ed divine of thechurch of England, and very profound in 
his knowledge of antiquity; having spent much of his 
time in searching the records of the primitive church ; and 
cannot be supposed to give this account through any pre- 
judice in favor of this doctrine, that all men will be saved ; 





for he wrote a considerable treatise against Bishop Tillot- 
son for intimating, or limiting, ina sermon, that all men 
would finally be saved. Says Dr. Whitby, “ This hath 
been the constant doctrine of the church of Christ owned 
by the Greek and Latin fathers.” Dr. W. adds these words, 
** All the Latin fathers, who have left us any commentaries 
on this 7 eh [Romans] are plainly of the same mind ;” 
[i.e. of Chrisostom and Origin] “as you may see by con- 
sulting Hilary the deacon, Primasius Seductius, and Hay- 
mo.” Our author here quotes St: Augustin, St. Cyrel, 
and St. Jerome, who were enumerated by Dr. W. among 
the advocates of Universal Salvation. Dr. W. immediate- 
ly adds these words,—* So generally did this doctrine ob- 
tain among the ancients.” And, says he, “ this doctrine 
hath the suffrage of all the ancient fathers.” “Now my 
hearers you are able to determine whether, by preaching 
up the salvation of all men, I have departed from the opin- 
ion of the whole christian church for so long a period as 
seventeen hundred years. [am sure you will throw out of 
the question the opinion of the christian church, when al- 
most swallowed up in popery for a thousand years ; then I 
have the opinion of the whole body of the christian church 
according to Dr. W’s. account, in favor of the doctrine I 
preach, for a period of four or five hundred years, and that 
immediately after the Apostles. “Now were the primitive 
christians as likely to derive errors from the Apostles, as 
the protestants to derive errors from the Popish church, 
out of which they came? Surely not.” 

I should have been glad to have given what the author 
has said on the above subject, in full, and indeed to have 
added some very pertinent remarks which he has made in 
answer to sev objections, of a different kind, against 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation ; but at this time it is 
not convenient, and perhapsanother opportunity will not 
beenjoyed. But I have presented enough to lead toa 
serious enquiry whe‘her there be any validity in the ob- 
jeetion that Universalism is a new doctrine : a doctrine not 
found in the scripture till the ingenuity of modern reform- 





ers hath deduced it therefrom. Strange it must be, indeed, 


if that word of God which says, that in Christ, all the fam- 
ilies, nations, and kindreds of the earth shall be blest, has 
not been discovered, till lately, to mean ail but only a part ; 
or to mean blest though it says it. 

Strange it must be, indeed, if God’s word means curse, 
to all eternity, in respect to a part of those of whom it. 
says blessed m Christ, but for the ingenuity of moderns. 
Strange it must be, indeed, if the unqualified word of God, 
as above stated, may not be relied npon, all and every kind 
of objections to the contrary notwithstanding, especially on 
the part of those who allow the truth of the scriptures, 
and, of course, that what they state as the declarations of 
God, are genuine, We say“ let God be true and every 
man a liar”—who contradicts what God has said. 

J. B——s. 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
OF THE MORALITY OF THE GOSPEL. 


Having in my first and second numbers attempted to 
shew that the morality of the gospel formed no part of the 
religion of the orthodox, or at ieast of calvinists, we will 
proceed to examine more particularly the moral tendency 
of the calvinistic doctrines, and to suggest some considera- 
tions calculated to exhibit the dangerous and immoral 
character of the same, and in some particulars, contrast 
them with those of an opposite character. 

The Calvinists uniformly charge the Universalists and 
Unitarians with propagating dangerous and imimeral doc- 


| trines, leading to licentiousness, and calculated to break 


down all the barriers between virtue and viee—doctrines, 
the tendency of which is to unhinge society, and subvert all 
social order. If this charge is true, it is a very serious one, 
and an unanswerable objection to those doctrmes. Neo re- 
ligious opinions can be founded in truth which produce 
such results ; which tend to make mankind vicious and de- 
praved ; to corrupt the heart, debase the passions, to pro- 
duce violence and strife, hatretl, ill will, and a spirit of un- 
charitableness and intolerance. That an objection of this 
kind should be urged by Calvinists against any other sect 
is not a little extraordinary, and shews the strange infatu- 
ation men may be under from deep rooted prejudices, or 
sentiments which were infused into their minds in infancy 
and having grown up with them, have entered as it were, 
into the very texture of the understanding. Whilst at- 
tacking others with this powerful argument, they do not 
seem to be sensible that their weapons may be s¢ized and 
turned against themselves. If the principles of Calvin- 
ism have a tendency to make mankind vindictive, unfee)= 
ing, uncharitable, illiberal and selfish ; to contract instead 
of expanding the secial and benevolent feelings, and to 
make them hate instead of love one another, they cannot 
be scripture doctrines, they cannot be the principles of the 
gospel, if those consist, as we have attempted to shew, in 
moral precepts and maxims and the doctrines of universal 
love and benevolence. 

We will notice some of the features of Calvinism, which 
seem ina preeminent degree hostile to the spirit of chris- 
tianity and the morality of the gospe]. 

The attributes and character of the Deity, as display- 
ed in the Calvinistic system, must have the most unfavora- 
ble influence upon the moral sense of its votaries. It is a 
fundamental principle in this system to represent the Deity 
as a Sovereign, acting arbitrarily if not capriciously ; ac- 
cording to their notions his power is tyranny, his justice in- 
dictiveness, his love partiality, his merey limited and re- 
strained. He is represented asa jealous God, terrible to 
his enemies, as a consuming fire, as a God of wrath and 
vengeance, who is angry with his creatures every day ; as 
a Being relentless and implacable, who pnnishes without 
end those who offend against his Jaws. It is true the sen- 


timents which may be entertained concerning the Supreme 
|Being are altogether abstract, yet notwithstanding this, 
their influence must be admitted to be powerful, as the au- 
thor of our being and the ereator of all things, forms im 
the mind of any person the highest standard ef perfection. 
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Heace it is that opinions respecting the attributes and char- 


giqus systems, and have the most extensive influence upon 
the character of mankind ; and where these are essentially 
erroneous, it is impossible that just moral principles can 
exist. Toimitate and attempt to approach as nearas pos- 
sible tothe attributes and character of the Deity, is coming 
nearest to perfection. Hence it is that there has been in 
all heathen nations, a similarity between the national char- 
acter of the inhabitants and the attributes of the Gods of 
their religion, The inhabitants of India were indolent, 
and inactive in imitation of Brumma, who taught that 
though we had eyes, perfection did not consist in seeing, 
that though we had limbs, perfection did not consist in 
using them ; that it was better to rest than to toil, to sleep 
than to be awake, and best of all to die. Mahomet taught 
that God’ commanded him to propagate the truth of the 
Alcoran by the sword, that it was the most acceptable ser- 
vice to God to kill infidels, and that those who had siain 
most would share the greatest joys in Paradise. The spirit 
of his religion was fierce and cruel, and hence his follow- 
ers became active, courageous, ferocious and sanguinary. 
And the spirit and influence of christianity at different 
eriods and :n different countries has been as unlike, as Ma 
acon and true religion. What has lead zealots and 
bigots in almost 2il ages tocommit the most horrid erimes 
in the name of God, e.nd to advance the cause of religion. 
How could men commit the most flagrant crimes, murder, 
massacre and bloodshed, and really suppose they were 
serving God, and distinguishing themselves for piety ? 
How conld men flog, scourge, and burn their fellow mor- 
tals for the glory of God !_ How have men been so infatu- 
ated as to imagine that they were honouring God and ren- 
dering themselves accepfable to him, by distroying the 
works of his hands, im violation of his express law as con- 
tained in the decalogue, and still more legibly written on 
the human heart, “thou shall not. kill?” There is but one 
explanation of this paradox. The God they worshiped 
was a God of vengeanee and cruelty ; he delighted in sac- 
rifices and the blood of his creatures. The idea of a re- 
vengeful, impiacable, vindietive God, has been the prima- 
ry cause of allthe superstition which has existed in the 
world. Where such is the character of God it is the prin- 
cipal office of religion, and the chief object of its vota- 
ries to attempt to appease him. It was for this purpose that 
the heathen celebrated their midnight orgies, that veitims 
were offered to Moloch, or at the present day are crushed 
beneath the blood-stained car of Juggernaut. It is for 
this. the poor Indian who “sees god in elouds or hears him 
in the wind” worships the Great Spirit. A person would 
ve thought entirely deranged, who should undertake te 
recommend himself to another by murdering his children, 
but this is not more absurd than the conduct of those, who 
think to recommend themselves to God by murdering or 
persecuting his offspring. But if it could be believed that 
a father, had become so offended with some of his children ; 
in consequence of their disobedience, that he felt the mest 
implacable and vindictive spirit towards them, that he was 
bent on revenge and determined to make them eternally 
miserable, it would be no mark of insanity but entirely 
rational for a person to attempt to please such a father by 
destroying his rebellious and proscribed offspring. But 
such a father would bea monster. In what light then do 
those exhibit the Deity. who represent him as having de- 
ereed to make a large portion of the creatures of his own 
power, and bearing his own image eternally miserable’? A 
religioe which represents God as a Sovereign, arbitrary in 
his government, revengeful, partial and implacable, will 
inspire its votaries with the same sentiments. If they con- 
sider God as angry when they transgress, they will attempt 
to appease his wrath} if they regard him as vindictive 
and implacable, can it be surprising that they indulge such 
& spirit themselves ; if they consider God as partial making 
an arbitrary preference among his creatures, they will not 
be likely te record impertialitvasa virtue. If their notions 


== 


of divine justice are cruelty and vindictiveness, will not 
acter of God form the basis of all moraias well as reli-| 


their measure of justice be of the same character ? 

Will Calvinists deny that they give this character te 
God? Dothey not represent him as an arbitrary Sove- 
reign, “who will have mercy on whom he will have m 
and whom he will he hardeneth.” Do they not telk about 
his vindictive justice? and do they not believe that he has 
decreed a large portion of his creatures to never ending 
misery, and that too, millions of years before they were 
born, without any regard to their demerits and only for his 
own glory? Do they not believe that he is angry with his 
creatures for sin and that his wrath may be appeased by 
supplication and repentance? In finc, is not fear the spirit 
of their religion, as it is of all others wherein God is rep- 
resented as an arbitrary and revengeful Being? What 
must be the moral influence of that religion which leads 
its adherents to approach the altar with fear and trembling, 
to worship an angry God, to appease his wrath and escape 
from punishment ? What can be more opposite to the 
morality of the gospel and the spirit of christianity? Did 
the founder of the christian religioa teach us that, fear was 
the principle of virtue or of religion? Did he attempt to 
frighten the people out of their sins, or to drive them to 
repentance by threatening them with the vengeance of ar 
enraged God? Far otherwise. He came not to bondemp 
the world, but to save the world. He condemned no man, 
he threatened no man, though he could have commanded 
hosts of angels to execute his vengeance ; but he forgave 
the woman of Samaria, and reproved his Apostles for at- 
tempting violence. He taught a religion of peace, love, 
charity and benevolence; exherted people to repent of 
their sins, to do justice and love mercy, and went about do- 
ing good. 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
TO THE REP. DR. CHESTER—ALBANY. 
Dear Sir.—I attended your meeting a few weeks ago 
and heard your discourse from the words :— 
“ Behold my mother and my bretheren ! For whoever shall 


do the will of ny Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.”.—Mat. 12, 49, 50. 





When I heard you represent according to the Trinitarian 
mode of preaching, the God-head as consisting of three 
persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and then speak of 
the relation of those, who do the wiil of God to Christ, the 
second person in the God-head, as represented in the text, 
I had some queries in my mind upon the subject, such as 
the following.—If those whe do the will of God are broth- 
ers &c, to Christ, or God the Son, are they brothers to God 
the Father, and God the Holy Ghost ,also? Dosuch obedient 
persons standin a different relation to one person in the 
God-head, from what they do to another, and yet the three 
are but one being, or “ God, the same in essence, and equal 
in power and glory”? If there is but one God, whether he 
consists of one person or three, | vannot see how we are 
relatéd to him in any sense in which we are not related 
tohim ; and I cannot see how any person, however obedi- 
ent, can properly be said to be the brother, or sister, or 
mother of Jehovah ! 

However, this is not the part of your subject which I am 
particularly aiming at in this communication. In regard 
to the God-head I am -well satisfied, that, in due time, we 
fallable imperfect creatures, will be convinced that it 
consists of one Spirit, infinite eternal unchangable. That 
mto one body, in this one spirit, we are all baptized, 
“ whether we be Jews or Gentiles ;” and, being baptized 
into the Spirit, we are all persons in the spirit, or God-head. 

We may thus be brothers, and sisters, and mothers in 
the spirit,or in God; but not brothers and sisters, and moth- 
ers of the spirit,or of God. Originally we are brothers, 
and sisters, and mothers in nature; but not of nature. 
The first man is of the earth earthly : the second man 





is the lord from heaven—a spiritual man. The first was 
made a living soul, the last a quickening spirit. The first 
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comprehends all created intelligent nature the last all be- 
gotten intelligent nature. The first was created; the 
second begotten. 

But what I am particularly aiming at in addressing you, 
is, to enquire whether you meant to preach the doctrine of 
universal salvation, in the sermon alluded to. I thought, 
when I heard you, that] never heard the doctrine first. 
named more strongly established than it was by your ser- 
mon. You very clearly established the proposition that 
the willof God, in no respect, will fail of being carried 
into execution. _You quoted the declaration of Jehovah, 
* My counsel su4cu stand, and] winx doall my pleasure. 
Having thoroughly established this proposition, you then 
‘went on to point out what the will of God is respecting the 
human family. You stated, very clearly and explicitly, 
and without any qualification, that the will of God is, that 
all mankind shall become wholly sanctified, and then pre- 
pared to “ glorify God and to enjoy him forever.” 1 think 
you thus made it most conclusively to appear that man’s 
thief end,” as staied in the Westminister catechism, will he 
answered ; and then all mankind will be saved and come 
to the knowledge of the truth.” Just as far as we are as- 
sured that God’s will is in favour of the salvation of all 
men, and that his will cannot be prevented from being 
fully executed, we feel assured of the truth of the doctrine 
ef universal salvation. And as you appeared to be per- 
fectly confident of the truth of both these propositions, | 
conclude you are perfectly confident of the truth of the 
doctrine of universal salvation. But as, al! this time, you 
are reputed a .alvinist in sentiment, I know not what to 
make ofit. I:aould heartily rejoice to know that you have, 
really, and undisguisedly espoused this glorious doctrine of 
grace ; bnt I am not certain that you would like to have 
it so understood. Yet from your preaching, as above sta- 
ted, I can make nothing else of it. I therefore beg permis- 
sion to request you to state as an honest disciple and 
preacher of Christ, whether | shall be right in considermg 
you, as by your sermon above quoted, a brother in the 
faith which God revealed to Abraham. 

Accept my thanks for the personal civilities I received 
from you at Albany, and be assured, dear Sir, that the 
above is dictated in love of the truth as it is in Jesus. 

Very respectfully 
JOHN BROOKS. 


*.* Dr. Chester is informed that the columns of the 
“INQUIRER” are open for his reply, should he please 
to answer Mr. Brooks.—Editor. 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


SATURDAY, Dec. 14, 1822. 


SWEAR NOT AT ALL. 


Among the many vices prevalent inthe world, there is 
none more entirely left without excuse, than that of profane 
swearing ; which indicates great malignancy, aud wickedness 
at heart ; ora want of consideration, and proper reflection, 
in that respect, which is due to society ; and which every 
man is bound to yield. Weshould be very unwilling to 
- consider every man, who makes use of improper language 
@s possessing a cruel, malignant, implacable and revengiul 
disposition. This we could not believe, unless we could 
persuade ourselves that man loses all regard for himself; 
and all respect for his ewn happiness.. How {frequently 
it is the case with those, whe are in the habit ef swearing, 
to do.so, when nothing has happened to ruffle the mind, 
or sourthe temper, and who seem to use it without being 
conscious of it. And howoften we find a man calling upon 
God te darn, or curse him ; his eyes, his limbs his body 
and his soul.. This man, if he had the least desire or wish 
that God would do this, must be a maniac indeed, to desire 
that God would deprive him of sight, paralize his limbs, rack 














However, a malignant passion may display itselfin calling 
upon God to shower down wretchedness and misery upor 
others ; that man, who wonld seriously call upon the Al- 
mighty to visit him with these calamities must be desti- 
tute of every feeling both social and selfish. 

Would those, who indulge themselves in the habit of 
swearing, pause a few moments and reflect; they would 
find themselves chargeable with folly unparrelled, or of 
possessing a most malignant aud wicked heart. How 
great must be the folly in using words without meaning, 
er words, if they have meaning, express a desire that we 
should be rendered wretched and miserable. If the 
Almighty should do for the swearer, as he calls upon him 
todo, would he not be careful how he spoke in future ? 
Would not others refrain from this idle and impious prac- 
tice? We think they would. A vice so abominable, 
ought to be held up to the detestation ef mankind; it is a 
vice so mean, so unjustifiable on every ground, displays so 
much ignorance and folly, that we should suppose, that 
the man, who had any claims to the respect of society, and 
wished to be considere? 3 aman of understanding, of © 
learning, and good breeding, would never sufier a profane 
word to pass bis lips. 

We beg those, who have unfortunately indulged them- 
selves in this habit, to reflect on the obligation they are 
under to honor and revere, to serve and obey that God os 
whom, they are dependent for their very existence ; and 
who has given them every faculty and power both of body 
and of mind fora more noble and glorious purpose. We 
beg of them to consider the mercies and blessings with 
which the kind and benificieut author of their existence 
has surrounded them, ever since, they have been in‘the 
world ; and we ask them to look at the debt of gratitude 
they owe, to the kindest and best ef all friends, even God 
the Father of their spirits; and then say, can they fee! 
justified in taking his holy name in vain, or will they con- 
tinue to invoke imprecations upon themselves, or others. 

We have said, that this vice is utterly inexcusable. It 
is our decided opinion that no excuse can be offered in exten- 
uation. But if any excuse can possibly be found, it must 
be.among those, who believe that God will absolutely 
damn a portion of his creatures ; and heap endless curses 
upon their heads. With the Universalist whe believes, 
that God will forever and forever, bless all his children, 
and make them endlessly happy, there isno excuse. Were 
he to ransack all the ingenuity of man, and from the depth 
of sophisticial art, try to find an exeuse, he would find 
none: but this he would learn, that he is the most incon- 
stant and absurd of beings, in calling upon God to do that, 
which he professedly believes he will never do. 

While we point out the evil, and endeavour to set it 
forth in all its deformity, in hopes that it may be despised 
and rejected ; we feel it our duty to inquire into the cause 
of the evil, or, from what source it originated. If it be cor- 
rect that “ words are signs of ideas”—then the idea must 
have existed before the sign could be used; we cannot 
express that of which we have not the least comprehension. 
It follows then of course, that the idea that God in wrath 
or anger would damn, or curse his offending creatures, 
must have existed in the mind prior to the use of these ex- 
pressions ; and men, being taught that God would do this 
when they became offended or angry with any of their 
fellow men, called upon God to do that which they had 
not power to de themselves, It would be preposterous to 
suppose that, men would use these terms if the ideas attach- 
ed to them had not. existed in their minds. Hence, we 
say, that profane swearing has originated in that instruc- 
tion men have received, which taught them, that God in 
his wrath, would pour endiess curses on the heads of a 
portion of his children. As an evidence of the effects of 
such instruction or preaching, we mention a circumstance 
which took place in a town in Vermont about fifteen years 
since. A certain Lady a member of. the Methodist con- 


nection, was in the habit of taking her children to meeting 





the whole body with disease, or envelope kis soul in misery. | 


with her, and en her return to question them a3 to the text. 
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and what the preacher had said. One sabbath a Mr. F. 
cdmmonly called Dr. F. a very zealous and flaming preach- 
ér noted for his power to. 


* Deal damnation round the land.” 


on each he judged the foe of God, the wicked and im- 
nitent, happened to preach in the neighbourhood of this 
ady. She attended as usual with her children. On their 
return she began to interrogate them. AA little on of five 
er six yearsof age stood by his mother, and looking seri- 
ously in her face, said, Mam, did you ever hear a man 
swear so in all your life.” 

While then, men are taught that God in anger will 
damn the object of his wrath, and heap curses on his deyo- 
ted head, is it to be wondered that men should give loose 
to anger, and wrath, and use profane language. For 
twelve centuries or more the christian world were under 
‘the dominion and influence of Popery. That church dealt 
roundly in Anathemas ; and whocould hear the sentence 
ef excommunieation as used by that church, pronounced, in 
all the solemnity that religious formality ean give; that 
would not feel himself justified in following the example. 
It is but recently that a Mr. Hogan a Roman Catholic Priest 
was excommunicated from St. Mary’s Church in Philadel- 
phia, but for, the obscurity and profanity of this form of ex- 
communication we should have presented it our readers. 
As a specimen we give the following, and leave it with the 
judicious and candid to say, if itis to be wondered, that 
with such examples and mstruction men swear. 


“By the Authority of God Almighty, the Father Son and 
Holy Ghost, and the undefiled Virgin Mary, mother and 
patroness of our Saviour, and of all celestial virtues, Angels 
Archangels, Thrones, Dominions: Powers Cherubims and 
Seraphims ; and all the Holy patriarchs, Prophets, and 
of all the Apostles and Evangelists of the Holy Innocents, 
who, in the sight of the Holy Lamb are found worthy to 
sing the new song of the Holy Martyrs and Holy Confes- 
sors, and of all the Holy virgins and of all Saints, together, 
with the Holy Elect of God—may he William Hogan, be 
damned. 


May the Father, who created maa, curse him ! May the 


Son, who suffered for us, curse him! May the Holy Ghost, 
who suffered for us in baptism, curse him! May the Holy 
Cross which Christ for our salvation, triumphing over his 
enemies ascended, curse him ! 

May the Holy and Eternal Virgin Mary, mother of God, 
eurse’him ! May all the angels, principalities, aud powers, 
and all heavenly armies, curse him ! 

May the praiseworthy multitude of Patriarchs, and 
Prophets curse him ! 

May St. John the Precursor, and St. John the Baptist, 
and St Peter, and St. Paul, and St. Andrew, and all other 
of Christ's Apostles together, curse him ! and may the rest 
ef our Disciples and Evangelists, who by their preaching 
converted the universe, and the holy and wonderful com- 
pany of Martyrs and Confessors, who by their Holy works 
are found pleasing toGod Almighiy. May the holy choir 
of the Holy Virgins, who for the honor of Christ have des- 
pised the things of the world, damn him! May all the 
saints from the begining of the world to everlasting ages, 
who are found to be beloved of God, damn him! 

May he be damned wherever he be, whether in the 
house or in the stable, the garden or the field, or the high- 
Way ; or in the church ; may he be cursed in living and 
in dying !” 

Protestent divines are, to be sure, more modest in their 
BULLS of excommunications ; that is, as to the language 

; but areas intollerant, and as unmerciful as the 
Romish church can possible be. They excommunicate 
without mercy all who will net yield, implicitly to every 
dogma in their church creed, and whom when excommuni- 
cated, they consider God will cast off forever and consign to 
everlasting burning in hell. _ Our children and youth are 
led to believe that an excommunicated person will be 
dammed, and this ii Gods auger. They hare the example 


of those who consider themselves, as the pious and holy 
ones of the earth—The patterns of Christian meekness and 
humility ; But who notwithstanding, all this piety and 
meekness, will excommunicate a person for nothing more 
than believing that the Almighty is 2 little more benevo- 





lent, merciful and kind, than their creed allowed them te 
believe : and who for this, would shut an immortal, never 
dying soul, out of heaven, and from ell happiness. How 
then is it to be expected that our youth will avoid the con- 
tamination of evil speaking, when on the sabbath instead of 
hearing the love of God preached, instead of hearing in meet 
ing strains—* In language sweet as angels use” the love and 
mercy of God; they hear a zealous preacher address his 
congregation, as though, he was the judge of the whole 
earth ; and declaring what will be and what shall be ; pour- 
ing his anthems upon their devoted heads, and who hear 
more damnation, and eternal causes than any thing else. 

The apostle hath said,“ evil communications ¢orrupt 
good manners.” The influence of exinple is great. This 
is to be seen in the general conduct of those, who believe 
in the horrible doctrine of endless misery: let them consid- 
era man an infidel, a reprobate, one whom God wil! damn, 
and thensee what is their general conduct to that mam. 
Would it require much accuteness of perception to know 
what is reigning in their hearts, or passing in their minds ; 
or what would be their language if they desired to speak ? 
We think not. It is required of parents toset good exam-= 
ples before their children; while therefore, they excuse 
an unbecoming, bigotted and cruel spirit, they must expect 
their children will do so too, and such will be the conse- 
quence of every improper, profane expression that they 
hear. The child will ever endeavour to justify himself in 
the example of hisfather. If then we could destroy this 
will so much complained of let us oppose every thing that 
tends to fix ideas upon the mind, that will break forth ia 
the moment of virulation and anger, and let us culti- 
vate those christian characters and graces which teach us 
to subdue every improper passion ; and ever to pray for 
blessings on the head of all men. 





That our readers may see how littfc attention has been 
paid to Bible testimony, by those who have been, and te 
this day, are considered as prefound and learned divines? 
we insert two or three short extracts from a work entitled, 
“ Boston’s Four fold state.” Speaking of the state of na- 
ture, he says, “The state of nature is a state of wrath.” 
every one in a natural uregenerate state, is ina state of 
wrath. Weare born children of wrath; and continue se, 
until we be born again. Nay, as soon as we were children 
of Adam, we weré children of wrath.” Again 

“ Is our state, by nature,a state of wrath? Then 
Surely we are not born innocent. These chains of wrath, 
which by nature are upon us, sveak us to be born criminale. 
The swaddling bands wherewith infants are bound hand 
and foot as soon as they are born, may put us in mind of 
the cords of wrath, with which they are held prisoners, as 
children of wrath.” a 

If this dear man had been ecquainted with his Bible, he 
could not, possibly, have written inthis manner. He is di- 
rectly at variance, with the plain testimony of that master 
whom he professes to serve, and whose servant he pretends 
to be. Jesus while here on earth tovk little children in 
his arms, and blessed them, saying, OF SUCH IS THE KING- 
pom oF Heaven. He took a little child set him imthe 








midst of his diciples, and said, “except ye be converted and 
become AS LITTLE CHILDREN, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” Yet this learned Mr. Boston says, the 
child comes into the world bound in .cords of wrath. 
Reader is it not time to lay asid traditions of men, an‘ 
take the scriptures, as the rule ide, of faith and prac- 
tice ? 

Proceeding on the ground of infants being born children 
of wrath, he has the following curious observation. “Here 
is amemorandam, both ‘or poor and rich. The poorest. 











that go from door to deor, and have not one penny left 
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them by their parents, were born to an inheritance.” Kind 


reader, and what think you this mheritance is? You are 


undoubtedly anxious to know. Then read, “ their first! 


Being fully convinced that this was the case, I request 
you to insert this im the Inquirer. When will people be 
willing to believe God’s word, as did faithful Abraham, 


Sather Adam left them children of wrath ; and continwing| in preference to the opinions of persons on a dying bed ? 


in their natural state they cannot miss of it, for this is the 
portion of a wicked man from God.” It must be very com- 
forting, indeed, to the poor beggar to learn that he has such 
‘an inheritance left him. How much he will be disposed 
to give for this information, will be difficult to conjecture. 
The angel of God cameto inform us of a better inheritance 
than this ; he came to bring us glad tidings of great joy— 
even the glorious inheritance of eternal life, in Christ the 
Lord : and him we will believe rather than Mr. Boston. 


i> READER CHOOSE FOR YOURSELF. 


ANECDOTE. 

In the town of P. in which there hes. been a rec: t 
revival, at one of their female prayer meetings, when she, 
who was mouth piece for the assembly, was zealously enga- 
ged in praying, and beseeching God to “confound these 
Universalists” a pious sister in the expression of her ap- 
probation responded “ DAMN THEM.” 

The piety of this dear lady reminds us of a prayer made 
by a very religious elderly gentlemen, who hearing that 
an Universalist was to preach that day in the town in 
which he lived, and that it was expected he would come 
in the stage, prayed that God would upset the stage, and 
BREAK HIS NECK. 

This is what, in these days, passes for PIETY, and a great 
regard for religion. The bitterness that‘is indulged to- 
wards Universalists, is truly astonishing. What would 
that spirit do if it had the power, that can. thus pray to 
God, to break the necks of, and damn Universalists. It 
is indeed surprising that instead of supplicating God to 
have mercy upon us, to enlighten our minds, convince us 
ef our errors, and bring us to the saving knowledge of the 
TRUTH ; they, with feelings, which they call pious and 
religious, would send us out of the world, with all the sins 
ef which they suppose us guilty upon our heads; and 
throw us down headlong to the regions of never ending 
despair. From such aspirit as this, we pray God, ever to 
deliver us. To those who possess it, we say as Jesus did 

-to his disciples, when they desired leave to call down fire 
from heaven,—* Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are 
of.” And we humbly supplicate the throne of divine 
mercy, that we may always be able in godly sincerity to 
use that prayer, Which was taught us on the cross, by the 
crucified redeemer—* Father forgive them for they know 
not What they do.” 











Extract of a letter from the Rev. John Brooks, of Bernards- 
town, Mass.—dated Der. 1st, 1822. 
Tnveterate and unmanly opposition is manifested to the 
cause of truth, in many places. 
In Townshend, Vermont, a Mr. Jonathan Smith died, a | 
few days ago, rejoicing in the belief of universal salvation. | 
But I learn, from credible authority, that considerable, and | 





should a thousand persons, ever so seriously, declare, ia 
their last moments, that all mankind will not be eventu- 
ally, be blest in Christ, would it prove God's declaration, 
that they will be so blest, untrue ? 


NORTHERN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVER- 
SALISTS. 


The Northern Association of Universalists met in council 
on Thursday the first of October 1822—in Barre, County of 
Washington, Vermont. 

Br. John E. Palmer was chosen Moderator, Br. Samuel 
C. Loveland Clerk, and Br. Robert Bartlet, Assistant 
Clerk.— 


The reports, from the different societies, were highly 
favourable, and expressive of good tidings. There were 
nine ministers present. Four new societies were received 
into fellowship (viz) one in Whiting, one in Craftsbury, 
one in Wilhamston, Vermont, and one in Crownpoint 
N. Y. There was also one addition to the ministry. 
Charles R Marsh who received a letter of fellowship. 

The association is adjourned to meet at Whiting Ver- 
mont the first Wednesday and Thursday, in October 
1822. 





EVENING HYMN. 


Oh thou : whose glory shines sublime 
In morning’s dawn and evening skies ; 

Who, since the bud of fading time, 
Mad’st evening fall and morning rise. 


That thou art great, these glowing spheres 
To every studious eye must show ; 
Thou art good, as well appears 
On ev’ry field and mountain’s brow. 


That hand that pois’d the orbs that sail 
Around yon sky of purest blue ; 

That hand has made this lowly vaie, 
And on it shed the ev’ning dew. 


I see Thee in the stars that soar, 

Slow beaming o’er the boundless sea, 
As well as in the bounteous store 

That flows to nature and to me. 


The music of the vernal grove, 
Borne on the breeze, is all of Thee, 

. As well as sacred choirs above, 
Who in thy presence bow the knee, 


In Thee the insects live and move, 

In Thee the sun and planets shine : 
All rest in thy upholding love, 

Great soul of nature ; Pow’r divine‘ 


While musing on thy obvious might, | 
In morning sun, or starry frame ; 
Oh rule the fair impression right, 
And teach me to adore thy name, H. 


NOTICE. 
Rev. R. Canntevr, will preach the Finst and THIRD 
Sunday in each month in this City, and on the sEcgyD in 








wattle means were used to set in circulation a story | Powuonack. a 
pr 


ite complexion—a story that Mr. Smith renoun- | 


eed that belief, before death, and became hopefully con- 
verted to the truth, viz Calvinism! I am assured, however, 


that he'was converted from a belief in annihilation to that | 
of universal salvation ; and that his dying reqnest was that | 


it should be ‘published to the world. 


ener 
‘prixtep sy J. T. Beesr, Semi-MontTuy, 


FOR THE PROPRIETORS, 
A FEW.RODS SOUTH OF THE LITTLE BRIDGE. 
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